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Photos from our events can be seen on the LOA website Gallery 
(http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb) 

 

 
Jennifer Stankley (1931-2018)  
 

It was with sorrow we learned of the death of Jennifer which occurred on 
Christmas Day. She had been a respected member for many years, this is the 
sixth loss from our membership in 2018. In fact, five of those had served the 
LOA in the important office as President. 
 

‘A Service of Thanksgiving to Celebrate her Life’ was held at the church of 
Saint Matthew, Chapel Allerton  on Monday 21st January 2019. There was a 
large congregation which included many LOA members. The service was 
conducted by the Vicar, the Reverend David Robinson, who also gave a short 
address. A full and moving tribute was given by Christopher Johnson, a 
member of the church choir. Although there was no choir in attendance, 
with Dr Lindley at the organ the music was in capable hands - and feet! In 
addition to the three suitable hymns, organ music included pieces by JSB (2), 
Fiocco (2), Robert Cockroft concluding with Postlude in C by Henry Smart.  

 

A big thankyou to David Watson for providing information, as the writer was unable to attend. 
 

And we are also grateful to Dr Lindley for writing the following tribute: 
 

Former President and Life Member of the Association, Jennifer Stankley, who died peacefully on Christmas 
Day, lived and worked in Chapel Allerton for as long as anyone can remember. As a highly effectual teacher 
of music in the parochial school attached to the Parish (a middle school in the 1970s and a primary before 
and since). Jennifer brought a love of, and much proficiency in, making music to generations of Leeds 
children, including the elder two of my own three sons who invariably asked about her for well into adult 
life and, more recently, just this last Autumn. She was acknowledged to be a wonderful, yet firm, teacher – 
driven by vision and the desire to achieve the highest standards possible. A strong sense of the need for 
discipline was combined with an efficient and common-sense outlook underpinned with a sense of fun, and 
with an ever-present twinkle in the eye.  
 

For many years she served as Assistant Organist at Saint Matthew’s Chapel Allerton, and provided 
tremendous support to all that went on there and, indeed, throughout the City as an ever-present 
supporter of a vast range of music, especially organ and choral music and at the forefront of the 
development of the Early Music movement in the West Yorkshire. In recent years, she had endured the 
challenges presented by ill-health and had been in residential care in a home close to where her own had 
been for so long. Jennifer cared for her mother for a long period with much devotion and will be very much 
missed by her many friends, not least those within the LOA whose lives were enriched by having known 
her. She encouraged and supported music-making of all kinds with great generosity of spirit. 
 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace 
 
 
AGM & Luncheon Saturday 9th February 2019 
 

Our new President, Dr Wilby, has kindly provided the following description of the day’s proceedings: 
 

In truly wild weather a very full group of members assembled at 11am for this year’s AGM, held again at 
Sand Moor Golf Club. Our late President, Gordon Appleton, was naturally much missed, and his shadow, as 
well as those of many former colleagues, were remembered by a minute’s silence. However, we must say 
that the Association remains in good heart, and many speakers paid tribute to the past as well as looking 
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forward with enthusiasm to a bright future. Gordon’s legacy was celebrated during 2018 by the LOA in 
three ways. 
 

Firstly, the LOA delivered Gordon’s 2018 programme with real panache, and was much enjoyed. Secondly, 
his future plans of increasing the membership, and establishing an attractive environment for student 
organists is now under way. David Pipe’s ground breaking programme for young organists within the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Leeds is now well embedded within the Association’s work. Lastly, Gordon’s last 
thoughts, of helping the LOA to identify its members by name, thought to be useful to new members, was 
enhanced by the provision of named lanyards. Although the Committee seeks to develop this policy, the 
LOA has made a good start with Gordon’s aspirations for the future. 
 

Dr Roland Dee steered the meeting through the reports, both of Treasurer and Secretary, and delivered the 
President’s review. Thereafter, as a Past President, he installed Prof Philip Wilby as the new President, who 
then took the chair for his first AGM. 
 

Dr Wilby’s first action was to recognise the responsibility of his appointment. Clearly, he hopes to exercise 
his very best efforts to develop the LOA into a bright future. He paid particular tribute to the work of 
Secretary, David Wilks, whose work attracts huge respect from the membership, and whose last year of 
service has now begun. The Committee’s first agenda item will be some succession planning to find his 
replacement. Dr Lindley with Messrs Brown, Poles, and Seddon are to form a working group to research 
this plan. Dr Wilby then presented the Committee’s proposed programme for the new season (printed 
copies were provided and are now on the website), and highlighted three local initiatives of special 
interest. Seasons of organ events will occur in Mirfield, Ripon and Leeds, and these plans were received 
with general enthusiasm and some financial support. The AGM adjourned for lunch at 11.58. 
 

The carvery lunch was beautifully delivered by the staff of Sand Moor Golf Club, in liaison with Mrs Joy 
Smith, to whom we remain most grateful. 
 

Distinguished guest speaker, Paul Hale, gave the keynote speech, and talked specifically about Leeds 
subjects. Dr Donald Hunt was remembered from times in Leeds, as City Organist, choral conductor, and his 
time at Leeds Parish Church. James Jepson Binns was applauded for his great achievements as the greatest 
organ builder our City has produced. Finally, and entertainingly, the role of City Organist was celebrated in 
a personal sketch of the City’s first musician of that title, William Spark. The whole talk was delivered with 
delightful urbanity, and was well received. We are grateful for Paul and Ann Hale for taking time out of 
their busy lives to visit our Association…….as stated previously, in good heart, and with a vigorous future. 
 
 
Life Member: Timothy Gray  
 

Following the Committee’s invitation to former President, Timothy H F Gray BA FRCO, to become a Life 
Member, Dr Wilby advised all members that Tim was delighted to accept the invitation, also that he was 
sure this would meet with unanimous approval. Tim is Organist Emeritus of Harrogate S. Wilfrid, a DOA, 
and was LOA Treasurer for many years. Hearty congratulations to Tim are in order!! 
 
 
Visit to St James’s Hospital Bexley Wing January 2019 
 

A very successful and much appreciated visit by a group of 
members was made to the Bexley Wing at St James’ Hospital in 
January.  
 

There is a fine grand piano for participants to play for patients, 
visitors and staff. Former members, the late Wilf Gillard and John 
Smith, played regularly and we wish to continue our support in 
their memory. Any proceeds go to the Yorkshire Cancer Centre. 
Committee member, Tony Poles, has kindly offered to organise the 
rota and it is hoped that this project will be well supported. 
Volunteers please contact Tony, preferably by email at 
tonypoles@tonypoles.plus.com, if really necessary 01937 842904 

mailto:tonypoles@tonypoles.plus.com


Miscellany  

 The names of the Officers & Committee are on the website. 

 Annual subscriptions remain the same for 2019 - and are now due!! 

 Financial support to the National Pipe Organ Register (NPOR) will continue. 

 A fabulous local Festival for All organ lovers:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Regarding local (and other) organ recitals, the season is in full flow and as many members will know, 
full countrywide details are readily available on www.organrecitals.com 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 13th March at 7.30pm 
Play Bach at Lidgett Park Methodist Church 
Full final details will be circulated to members. 

 

http://www.organrecitals.com/

