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LEEDS ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
JULY 2018 UPDATE (Updated August 2018) 

Photos from our events can be seen on the LOA website Gallery 
(http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb) 

 

 
 

GORDON APPLETON FRSCM (1947-2018)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sudden loss of our President came as unexpected tragic news completely ‘out of the blue’. His ebullient 
presence will be sorely missed as will his fine leadership. The Committee, guided by David and Philip, will 
implement the programme of Events which was agreed shortly before his death, and may be regarded as 
Gordon’s legacy. We are grateful to Dr Lindley for writing the following tribute: 
 
‘The death of Gordon early on Easter Morning 2018 has been very deeply felt locally, regionally, nationally 
and – of course – internationally, for he travelled very widely for the RSCM and had served with distinction 
in the West Indies and in Australasia, most prominently, perhaps, as Organist & Choirmaster of St George’s 
Cathedral, Perth in Western Australia. 
 
A rare capacity for unconditional friendship, coupled with immense skill as musician and teacher, made his 
outstanding contribution to the world of church music over so many years so hugely appreciated by all with 
whom he came into contact. 
 
In the North of England we miss particularly his special presence among us both for so long and 
distinguished a period of service as RSCM Regional Director and, in his retirement from full-time activity, his 
continued involvement with the musical and church communities extend so whole-heartedly from his 
home in Ripon where he was a regular and committed member of the Cathedral congregation. 
 
In particular, the members of Leeds Organists’ Association had come to appreciate his enthusiastic 
leadership as President during his first year in office.  He had chaired our February AGM and presided at our 
luncheon afterwards, introducing Dr Philip Moore as our principal guest and speaker. 
 
Not least of his commitments was that to the RSCM Northern Cathedral Singers, and, most notably, to the 
flourishing groups of boy and girl choristers that he nurtured in this activity – and nurtured with such great 
success in terms of their musical attainments for so many years. A remarkable number of NCS affiliates and 
colleagues past and present were present in Ripon Cathedral to sing at his funeral and the address and 
subsequent obituary in the Church Times by Gordon’s life-long friend The Reverend Ian Coomber, touched 
the hearts of many.  Three LOA members, Philip Wilby, Cathedral Organ Scholar Alana Brook and myself 
assisted with the provision of organ music at Gordon’s funeral ‘. 

 

http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb
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CHARLES WILFRED GILLIARD (1918-2018)  
 

It is with sadness but a privilege to pay tribute to our longest serving member who died on the 13th June in 
his century year. He was President of LOA in 1966 and was an enthusiastic Life Member, also a Committee 
member. We are told that his life was shaped by music. Not a professional musician, his main employment 
was with the Yorkshire Electricity Board until he took early retirement to nurse his seriously ill wife, Millie, 
whom he married in 1942.  
 
Wilf’s fascination with music started at an early age and clearly he was determined to learn to play. Family 
finances were not easy but sacrifices were made to pay for lessons; he was competent enough to be asked 
to play for the Methodist Sunday School aged only 8, and when aged 15 was appointed Organist & 
Choirmaster at Sherburn-in-Elmet!!  Wilf served in the Army during WWII, particularly in France surviving 
the horrors of Dunkirk, eventually being demobilised in 1945. His main church appointment was at Whitkirk 
Parish Church on the eastern outskirts of Leeds, and to improve his ability took lessons from Dr Melville 
Cook. On retiring from Whitkirk he was made Organist Emeritus and presented with a painting of the organ 
to celebrate 60 years of faithful service. Wilf derived great pleasure from the lunchtime concerts in Leeds 
Town Hall and Leeds Parish Church and other organ events; always a deightful companion. Continuing the 
use of his talents, Wilf joined the rota to play the piano in the Bexley Wing at S James’ Hospital in aid of the 
Cancer Charity Fund. Wilf’s funeral took place 6th July at the Stonefall Crematoriam in Harrogate. At the 
organ was Giles Taylor his successor at Whitkirk. The huge congregation was evidence of the affection and 
respect for Wilf. Lusty singing was the order of the day! The service was followed by refreshments at the 
Travellers Rest inn.  
 
And finally words from his grandson at the funeral: 
‘Grandad enjoyed very good health most of his life. He didn’t smoke and rarely drank – if you don’t count 
the Baileys which he enjoyed in his coffee (or on ice-cream) well into his 90’s. Maybe it was one of the 
secrets of his longevity! .... as was his love of music’ 
 

‘Let Saints on earth in concert sing with those whose work is done’ 
 

Our grateful thanks to Wilf’s daughters, Christine and Sheila, for the information on which this tribute is 
based. 
 
                                                     
LEEDS TOWN HALL   Monday 26th March 2018  
 

Our second meeting of the year was to attend the final lunchtime organ concert of the current season by 
Darius Battiwalla; afterwards for him to talk about the instrument with the opportunity for us to play. A 
goodly number of members joined the very large audience for the recital. The programme included music 
by Walton/JSB/Liszt/Lemare (2)/Whitlock. All one can say is that this was a brilliant concert, all the more so 
because it was played impeccably from memory. Following the very appreciative applause members of the 
audience were invited to our meeting afterwards. Darius made us most welcome then proceeded to 
describe the history of the organ with illustrations. Inevitably there had been various rebuilds over the 
years reflecting the fashions of the times. There was a hint of a rebuild in the future – watch this space! 
Members were then invited to play and many took the opportunity to do so. This was a well-supported 
meeting and our grateful thanks were expressed by Dr Wilby to Darius for his concert and hospitality. 
 
 
IAO YORKSHIRE ORGAN DAY  Saturday 21st April 2018  
 

This event was organised by the capable York & District Organists Association and it attracted a large 
attendance of organists and enthusiasts from far and wide. The centres of activity were S Olave’s church in 
Marygate and Bootham School. The day began with registration and tea in S Olave’s church hall. Then 
followed a recital by Daniel Cook in the church featuring works by Buxtehude/JSB/Vierne/Bridge/Rogg 
concluding with the superb Introduction, Passacaglia & Fugue by Healey Willan. This was a splendid start to 
the day’s events, and delivered with complete panache. An unexpected accompaniment to the concluding 
fugue was the gunfire salute from the adjacent Museum Gardens where a military parade was taking place 
for the Queen’s birthday!!  
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We then moved up the hill to Bootham School’s Recital Room for a presentation by Robert Sharpe entitled 
‘Restoration of the York Minster organ’. This is a huge undertaking commencing in late summer and will 
take two years to complete. Robert gave full details of this project illustrated on screen plus some archive 
sound recordings. An important event will take place at 7pm on Saturday 25th August in the Minster 
entitled ‘Summer Gala Concert by organists of York Minster’.  
 
After luncheon we returned to the Recital Room for a presentation by YDOA President Maximillian Elliott 
‘York organ-builders’. A very detailed talk covering this topic which is for his PhD research. We then 
returned to S Olave’s for a Masterclass by Keith Wright the topic was ‘The Church Organists Toolkit, 
essentials for liturgical organ playing’. Confidently presented where a whole range of skills was discussed. 
Including: Voluntaries/Improvisation/Hymns/Psalms/Settings & Anthems/Styles. Our thanks to members of 
the YDOA who volunteered to give the session a practical rather than just a theoretical feel. Keith left us 
with wise general points to remember such as: Rhythm and pulse are paramount, prepare everything 
thoroughly, be aware of effect your organ makes and don’t be over-ambitious. Further refreshments before 
proceeding to the Minster for Choral Evensong. Leighton 2nd service, Patrick Hadley’s ‘My beloved spake’. 
Did you spot ‘the voice of the turtle’? Choir was conducted by the Master of the Music, Robert Sharpe with 
Ben Morris at the organ.  
 
A grateful thanks to the various speakers and to Maximillian Elliott and his YDOA team for organising such a 
splendid and rewarding event, this gave us all much pleasure and much to think about! This really was a 
model organ day of which the YDOA can be proud. Also a big thank you to the authorities at S Olave’s and 
Bootham School for allowing the use of their facilities.  
 
 
TWO BRADFORD ORGANS  Wednesday 23rd May 2018  
 

This was a summer evening visit to churches in the western suburbs of the city. Kindly arranged by our 
member, David Pipe (Organist of Leeds Cathedral) we assembled at 6.30 at S Joseph’s on Pakington Street. 
It was a pleasure to be greeted by Michael Murphy, organist of the church, to describe the story of the 
organ. Originally the work of T. Hopkins & Son of York and recently undergone restoration work by the 
Slovenien company Skrabl. A modest two manual instrument with tracker action, it was a joy to play. 
Contained in a fine case by Anneesens its resources are quite adequate for this fairly large building. After a 
welcome cup of tea we then moved on to S William’s in Duncombe Street a mile or so away. Here was a 
fine more modern building with the organ on the west end gallery. The instrument stands in a fine case, 
tracker action, two manuals again quite adequate for the building. This has also had restoration work by 
Skrabl. Members had the opportunity to enjoy playing this delightful instrument. 
 
Our grateful thanks to David for arranging this visit, to Michael for his talk, and to the clergy for allowing us 
the use of the respective organs. Fr Christopher Angel of S Joseph’s and the Very Rev’d Canon James 
Callaghan of S William’s. 
 
  
ROUNDHAY S EDMUND  Monday 4th June 2018  
 

An evening meeting for an illustrated talk by Dr Harry Bramma on ‘The Art of Organ Accompaniment’. Dr 
Bramma has a Yorkshire pedigree! he hails from Shipley, educated at Bradford Grammar School during 
which time he studied the organ with Dr Melville Cook. Very well-known in church music circles, he has 
held many important posts, perhaps best known as the Director of the RSCM during difficult times in its 
progress. This was a very well attended meeting including visitors from nearby associations. Dr Bramma’s 
discourse was wide ranging provoking much discussion. He insisted on describing hand registration as a 
‘great art’ in exploring the available sounds from the organ and not relying on pistons alone. Four members 
had volunteered to take part in ‘Practical hymn playing’, playing a hymn of their choice for Dr Bramma’s 
observations. This was an instructive event giving us much to think about. 
 
Refreshments were provided by Mr and Mrs Brian Robinson for which we say thank you. Thanks were 
expressed to Dr Bramma, to the brave volunteers and appreciation to the church authorities for the use of 
their building. 



4 

YORKSHIRE COAST  Saturday 7th July 2018  
  

A much looked forward to event but, because of the extreme heat making the journey difficult, 
unfortunately the number members attending was much reduced. However, so to the Yorkshire coast; we 
are very grateful to Dr Lindley for providing his report: 
 
On one of the hottest says of the year so far, a group of LOA members and their friends spent an an 
enjoyable day in the glorious region of the East and North Ridings in a tour planned with a great 
programme arranged by our late and great President, Gordon Appleton FRSCM – no stranger, of course to 
those parts.  
 
We began at the former Augustinian Bridlington Priory, a church once served with much distinction by 
Leeds organist Raymond Sunderland, in office as Organist & Choirmaster for twenty years from 1957 until 
his death at the console over Christmas in 1977; his grave is in the Priory churchyard. 
 
Raymond’s present-day successor, Michael Smith, who has been Priory Organist & Choirmaster for thirty-
two years, extended a warm welcome to all and gave a succinct and informative introduction to the history 
of the renowned instrument. Originally by Anneesens of Belgium and most recently the object of superb 
restoration by Nicholson’s under the wise stewardship of Paul Hale as well, of course, as Michael himself. 
Michael’s wonderful work with the choir over the years is well-known and he and the present Rector are 
each strongly committed to sustaining the traditional choral resources of boys and men. We heard music 
stylishly and sensitively played by Michael from the pens of Lemmens, Bach among others designed to 
demonstrate special characteristics of this noble sound. 
 
Members played the instrument and then retired to luncheon locally or in Scarborough, our next stop being 
the glorious Bodley church of S Martin-on-the-Hill with its fine Willis. Here again, we were subject to a very 
warm welcome as well as a welcome cup or two of tea – as, indeed later on at Scarborough Parish Church, 
S Mary’s at the opposite end of the town beside the castle. 
 
While it was regrettable that only a comparatively small number of members were able to be with us, it 
was a memorable day for those present and we are particularly grateful not only to our hosts but to long-
serving Secretary, David Wilks, who was responsible for the arrangements ‘on the day’. For those who 
travelled by train, the services were punctually and mercifully well air-conditioned! 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP    
 

It is a pleasure to welcome new members over recent months and these include: Alana Brook, Charles 
Brown, Rev’d Canon John Colston, Kendrick Eltham, John Riley and Nick Seddon, This is the good news but 
we must not be complacent. Who would have thought that since the AGM we have lost our President and 
two who were committee members? It is worth remembering the warning which Dr Stewart gave at the 
2017 AGM that new members, particularly the young, must be encouraged to join. In this regard members 
were introduced to the new promotional card about the Association to help in recruitment – available from 
David. 
 
Members are reminded of David’s letter 21st April concerning the General Data Protection Regulation. If 
anyone has not completed the attached pro forma please do so now!! 
 
 
RECITAL NEWS    
 

Regarding local and national organ recitals, the summer season is in full flow and as many members will 
know, full details are readily available on organrecitals.com. 
 

Where is British organ music? Part 2 
It is always interesting to receive details of forthcoming organ recitals, and reference is made to two recent 
programmes, one in Yorkshire the other in the South. Comment was made in the November 2017 News 
regarding the neglect of the British repertoire. An analysis of these recent programmes shows: of the 11 

http://www.organrecitals.com/
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concerts, 10 are by well-known English players (91%); 33 foreign composers represented but only 3 English 
(9%); 52 foreign pieces were played but only 5 English (10%). One can only conclude that England really is a 
land without (British) music!! 

 

NEXT 
MEETING 

Saturday 22nd September 2018 at 5pm 
Leeds Minster 
An Edwardian Perspective  
 

Along with such well-known instruments as All Saints’ Margaret Street [1911], Far Headingley S 
Chad here in Leeds from the same year and Bristol S Mary Redcliffe  [1912], the Abbott and 
Smith instrument at what was then Leeds Parish Church was entirely rebuilt in 1913 by Harrison 
& Harrison just prior to the outbreak of the Great War and opened early the following year with 
recitals by well-known and highly regarded musicians including Dr Edward Bairstow (Organist at 
LPC from 1906 to 1913) and his successor, Willoughby Williams (in office from 1913 to 1920 as 
well as Sir Walter Alcock and Sir Walter Parratt.  

Past LOA President Simon Lindley, Organist Emeritus of Leeds Minster and in office as Master of 
the Music between 1975 and 2016, presents an illustrated talk tracing the organ’s Edwardian 
antecedents and drawing on repertoire by creative spirits of the period such as Harold Darke, 
Herbert Howells and John Ireland as well as West Riding born Edward Bairstow and George 
Oldroyd from Huddersfield and Healey respectively. The event will begin with tea and cake and 
all are warmly welcome.  

DIARY 
DATES 

Sunday 16 September 2018 3pm 
Gloucester Cathedral 
Choral Evensong, featuring the music of Herbert Sumsion and Herbert Howells at Donald’s 
request 
 
Saturday 19 January 2019 12noon 
Worcester Cathedral 
Midday Music chosen by Donald and sung by contingents from five choirs with which he was 
particularly associated. Organists include Paul Trepte and Simon Lindley. 

 
 
 

DR DONALD FREDERICK HUNT FRCO, ARCM, FRSCM 
Honorary Life Member, Leeds Organists’ Association President, 1965-6 

   

 
Many a Leeds musician and music-lover will recall Donald’s  
remarkable contribution to music in Yorkshire and throughout  
the North of England following his move here from deepest  
Devon in 1957 to be Organist and Choirmaster, latterly Director of  
the Music, at what was then Leeds Parish Church. At first, the  
Hunt family lived in central Headingley at Dennistead Crescent, just  
opposite what is now the Arndale Centre, moving later to 21 The  
Drive, just adjacent to Roundhay Park. 
 
About half a decade later, almost a third of the way through his  
distinguished 18 year tenure, the public became increasingly  
aware of his substantive gifts as a choral trainer and conductor  
following the death of Herbert Bardgett, when Donald was at  
the helm of both Leeds Festival Chorus and Leeds Philharmonic  
Chorus. Right from the outset of his Yorkshire professional life, in 1957, he had been appointed successor to Dr 
Melville Cook as Conductor of Halifax Choral Society. This was a post he retained for 31 years in all, eventually 
relinquishing his responsibilities in 1988; during the intervening thirteen years, it was my privilege to act as his Chorus 
Master in Halifax; it is well worth saying that no successor ever had a more generous-spirited, encouraging or 
affirming predecessor than DH at either the Parish Church, Town Hall or Halifax Choral Society. 
 
In the educational field, he sustained highly effectual endeavour as a teacher at Leeds Girls’ High School and later held 
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a senior lectureship at Leeds College of Music, in which latter capacity he was succeeded by LOA member, and for long 
our Treasurer, Tim Gray, Organist of St Wilfrid’s Harrogate and Diocesan Organs Adviser. 
 
There will be much written, and remembered about his very high profile work at Worcester, not least in the 
connection with the splendidly conceived eight Three Choirs Festivals he directed during the course of his term of 
office at the Cathedral. 
 
Perhaps something of the range, scope and quality of his work at the Parish Church and in and around the city needs 
recalling for the direct benefit of his Leeds friends and admirers.  
 
Within a very few months of arrival in Leeds, he set to with a will on two significant publications – a new Chant Book 
(all in those days written out by hand) and a complete reconstruction of the Parish Church Words of Anthems Book, 
both have done sterling service within the church.  
 
Within eight years, he had supervised the rebuilding of the famous Harrison instrument at LPC – work undertaken by 
the Leeds-based firm of Wood, Wordsworth and Co in 1965 and it was to be the same firm who were given charge of 
the entire reconstruction of the ailing Town Hall instrument ready for reopening at the 1972 Leeds Musical Festival.  
 
The Town Hall project was not without its challenges and the story goes that it was by no means certain when his 
appointment as Third City Organist of Leeds was announced at the opening Recital given by Flor Peeters whether it 
had actually been discussed with him or not. At any rate, he set to with a will! It may well also have been unclear as to 
whether Donald might have wished to have given the opening recital himself; again, it may well be that the City 
councillors wished him to, but the officers expressed a wish for a player from the continent. In any event, Donald had 
lots of continental professional friends, including Fernando Germani, who were valued ‘regulars’ at LPC Tuesday 
evening recitals – events banished sadly to oblivion by the reign of terror sustained by the murderous Peter Sutcliffe 
on Yorkshire’s streets. 
 
Many of us recall with much pleasure Donald’s prowess and flair as a solo player, not least in LP recordings from both 
the Parish Church and the Town Hall on the Abbey label, and, particularly, a lunchtime concert for which he returned 
from Worcester to the Town Hall and at which he played, impeccably and wonderfully expressively, the whole of 
Vierne’s First Symphonie – a concert that none of us then present will ever forget. 
 
Leeds-based recording Engineer Peter Hill, an LPC Chorister under Melville Cook, recalls recording the complete Elgar 
output for organ at Worcester all in single takes without repeats – echoing something of the facility of his great 
mentor, Herbert Sumsion, who had earlier recorded the Elgar Sonata on the Gloucester instrument at the depth of 
winter, allegedly with his hat on to keep warm, also without any re-takes. 
 
Donald’s organ students at the Parish Church included Richard Wilson, the long-serving Organist at   St Chad’s, Far 
Headingley, who was a university student in Leeds early in the Hunt era, Paul Trepte, Organ Scholar of New College, 
Oxford, later Assistant at Worcester, Organist of St Mary’s Warwick and then at St Edmundsbury Cathedral, who has 
been in office at Ely Cathedral since 1990 and had as a sixth-former occupied the piano stool as Accompanist to Halifax 
Choral Society. There was also Peter Morrison, a College of Music student, who became Organ Scholar at Liverpool 
Metropolitan Cathedral. 
 
Overseas and international contacts were sustained and nourished throughout his long career – and this was 
especially so with his German and Scandinavian friends; perhaps, though, it was his friendship with the French 
composer Pierre Villette that bore especial fruit in terms of additions to the choral repertoire, while we must not 
forget that it was Langlais whom Donald invited to Worcester in 1978 to reopen the Cathedral instrument. These days, 
visits by top French artists are a fair commonplace, but they were comparatively rare in the 70s. 
 
‘He never failed to give us a lead’, a long-serving member of Halifax Choral Society wrote to me over the course of 
these last few days. Indeed he didn’t. As a choral conductor he was mightily skilled (and as an orchestral one too), not 
least for his interpretations of Elgar and other leading English composers. He conducted The Dream of Gerontius for 
the 1977 inaugural concert of Wakefield Festival Chorus as also for his final concert with Halifax Choral Society at 
which Dr Cook and Dame Janet Baker were both present. For the forty or so members of Leeds-based St Peter’s 
Singers, it was a great thrill to welcome the Elgar Chorale to the Parish Church and to make return trips to Worcester 
Cathedral too – not least in the special 150

th
 anniversary Festival held at Worcester in 2007. 

 
For all this and so much more, we cherish his memory and send our sincere wishes and prayers to Jo and the family at 
this time. 


