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LEEDS ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
UPDATE JUNE 2019 

Photos from our events can be seen on the LOA website Gallery 
(http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb) 

 

 
 
ELIZABETH MARY LAWRENCE (1933-2019)  ARCM ARCO LRAM 
 

It was saddening to learn of the death of Elizabeth on the 17th April. A former pupil of Queen Ethelburga’s 
College in Harrogate. She studied at the Royal College of Music; subsequently won a scholarship from the 
French Government to study at the Paris Conservatoire. A well-qualified musician, particularly as an 
organist and teacher, and was a member of the LOA for many years. For over 30 years she gave faithful 
service as organist of Saint John the Evangelist Bilton in the suburbs of Harrogate. 
 
On a rather dull wet day on Thursday, 9th May, a very large congregation attended the funeral service at 
Saint John’s, including the President and members representing the LOA. In support of the music a huge 
robbed choir assembled of singers drawn from churches in the town, with Dr Lindley at the organ. The 
service was conducted by the Vicar, the Reverend Simon Dowson, who also gave a fitting tribute and 
homily. The service included suitable pieces by the choir, three fine hymns finally with that glorious Easter 
hymn (and tune) ‘Ye choirs of new Jerusalem’. At the end of the service the congregation adjourned for 
delectable refreshments in the tower room. The final Gaelic Blessing ended with these words: 
 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand 
 

 
Lidgett Park Methodist Church Roundhay Wednesday 13th March 2019   
   

This evening meeting was conducted by our distinguished member David Pipe, Organist of Leeds Cathedral. 
The meeting was for a Master Class based on the music of J S Bach. On arrival we were greeted by excellent 
refreshments very kindly provided by Margaret and David. This set the scene for an enjoyable and 
instructive session. Dr Wilby welcomed everyone and introduced our speaker. Six members had 
volunteered to play a piece of their own choice for comment, these varied in terms of difficulty. David’s 
observations were complementary and constructive. Some of the suggestions included: practice slowly, 
practice on a silent manual, use a metronome, use a 4’ stop to avoid crossing hands, he stressed the 
importance of articulation to give shape and clarity to the music. It was a delight to welcome a surprise 
seventh participant being a young chorister from Whitkirk, Aaran Fleet (with Mum Susan). He bravely 
played a piece for manuals on ‘Wachet auf’, he was rewarded with loud applause!! This certainly was a 
convivial event full of interest and food for thought. Our President thanked David Pipe for giving us his time 
and expertise; to David and Margaret for the evening’s arrangements and to the church authorities for the 
use of their facilities.  
 
 
Visit to Ampleforth & Coxwold Saturday 6th April 2019 
 

This event took place on a most beautiful day, perfect for visiting this wonderful part of the North Riding. 
The Abbey of Saint Lawrence Ampleforth, which looks out on magnificent views, was the morning venue 
followed by lunch in Coxwold then to Saint Michael’s church afterwards, We are most grateful to our 
member and Abbey Organist, Tom Coxhead, who was our host for the day. At the Abbey we were 
generously allowed free access to the magnificent 100 stop Walker organ. It is reported that with Tom 
three of our juniors had a great time exploring the riches of this large instrument, so also did older 
members!!  Many of the members enjoyed the delights of the Abbey tea shop and later a delicious lunch 
was had in Coxwold at the Fauconberg Arms. This proved to be a most inspiring experience for all in such 
lovely circumstances with a big thanks to Tom Coxhead, and to Father Ambrose. 
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Wesley Methodist Church Harrogate Saturday 11th May 2019 
 

On a very busy morning in the town centre a good number of members assembled for a talk by former 
President, Professor Graham Barber, about the fine J J Binns organ of 1912. To be followed by a short 
recital of varied pieces illustrating the capabilities of the instrument. Dr Wilby welcomed the assembled 
members and introduced Graham, including a special welcome to a new member, Andrew Kingscote. 
 
Graham commenced by playing a piece by Henry Smart, then gave a detailed description of the organ with 
comments on the comparative qualities of many of the stops. On arrival we had been given a copy of the 
specification of the organ which has three manuals and pedals with over thirty stops. There are no pistons 
to aid the player but, as the instrument is in almost original condition, the famous Binns patent 
combination action survives in working order.  
 
Graham then proceeded to play a varied programme of the following: Dr Wilby – extracts from his suite 
‘Organ Hours: Contrapuntal Exercises after the Medieval Clock of Wells Cathedral’ (This work was 
commissioned by Matthew Owens for his new house organ in 2017). JSB – Toccata & Fugue in d (BWV538). 
To quote Harvey Grace ‘The noble melancholy Fugue is one of the greatest things in music. It is abstract 
music raised to its highest point’. Ending with Karg-Elert – extracts from his Opus 154 (Suite of 8 Short 
pieces).  Enthusiastic applause showed how much this mini concert had been appreciated. Graham told us 
that a series of recitals was being planned of distinguished players to take place in July, details to be 
announced. To conclude a splendid meeting Dr Wilby warmly thanked Graham, the members present and 
the church authorities for the use of their facilities. 
 
 
Halifax Minster S John Baptist                                                                                  Saturday 1st June 2019 
 

This was a morning visit to this majestic and ancient parish church to learn of the history of the organs in 
the capable hands of Professor David Baker. We were made to feel most welcome by the Minster Stewards. 
A large attendance of members and guests assembled in the Holdsworth Chapel which now contains the 
Wellhead Snetzler chamber organ. Dr Wilby welcomed everyone and introduced David to the assembly. 
David proceeded to describe the vicissitudes of the chamber organ before its arrival in the Minster. He 
explained that the gentle sound of this instrument would be familiar to the first organist Frederick William 
Herschel, who later became Astronomer Royal.  By way of illustration David played two period pieces, a 
Voluntary by Herschel and Variations on the National Anthem by Charles Wesley.  
 
We then proceeded to the stalls in the chancel opposite the main organ for David to explain the story of 
the H&H instrument. Whilst the first organ was installed in 1776 (after much opposition) on the west 
gallery, the modern situation came about with the arrival of the Reverend Dr Francis Pigou who appointed 
the redoubtable Yorkshireman John Varley Roberts as organist. The organ was rebuilt in the present 
location by Isaac Abbott of Leeds as a four-manual instrument of 52 stops. The magnificent chancel case 
was designed by J Oldrid Scott; another fine case faces down the north aisle. Work commenced in 1928 by 
Harrison & Harrison to create the present superb organ of four manuals with 52 speaking stops. The 
opening recital was given by Dr Edward Bairstow. To demonstrate the organ David played a quite extensive 
piece by John Varley Roberts, whilst of its period, it was appreciated by enthusiastic applause on the 
conclusion. The organ was then available for members to play. Our President gave well deserved thanks to 
Professor Baker for his time and excellent discourse, to the Minster staff and to the Minster authorities for 
a allowing our visit; more applause!! 
 

(At the church there is available an excellent pamphlet entitled ‘The Organ of Halifax Minster’) 
 
 
Organ concerts  
 
Of special significance is the forthcoming eight-day exciting festival during July in Ripon. The LOA will be 
attending the event on the 10th, and the full programme is: 
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Regarding local (and other) organ recitals, as many members will know, full details are readily available on 
www.organrecitals.com 
 
 
Membership  
 

It is always a delight and satisfaction to welcome new members; these include: Thomas Coxhead, Catherine 
Harris, Andrew Kingscote, A Murray, Reverend Canon Wendy Wilby. We hope and trust they will all find 
much benefit and enjoyment in attending our future activities. 
 

Hearty congratulations are deserved for Tom Coxhead who has recently been successful in obtaining the 
ARCO diploma, also he was awarded the Doris Wookey Prize.  
 
 
Saint James’ Hospital Bexley Wing  
 

Members are reminded of the project to play the fine grand piano for patients, visitors and staff. Former 
members, the late Wilf Galliard and John Smith, played regularly and we wish to continue our support in 
their memory. Any proceeds go to the Yorkshire Cancer Centre. Committee member, Tony Poles, kindly 
organises the rota and he would be pleased to hear from further volunteers. Tony prefers to be contacted 
by email at: tonypoles@tonypoles.plus.com, if really necessary 01937 842904. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 10th July 2019 at 7pm 
Allhallowgate Methodist Church Ripon 
Masterclass with Margaret Phillips 
Full final details will be circulated to members. 
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