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Photos from our events can be seen on the LOA website Gallery 
(http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb) 

 
Ripon Allhallowgate Methodist Church                                                                  Wednesday 10th July 2019  
 
The Ripon Cathedral Summer Organ Festival 2019 took place between the 7th and 14th July. The programme 
followed a new format, concentrating on both sacred and secular events aimed at all ages and interests. 
The full programme is shown on our June update. 
 
As part of the Wednesday events the LOA sponsored an organ Master Class. Following her brilliant recital in 
the cathedral the previous evening, we were very fortunate that the celebrated concert organist and 
teacher, Professor Margaret Phillips, stayed on to conduct the Master Class. Dr Wilby welcomed everyone 
and introduced the speaker. Six intrepid members volunteered to play from the young to the mature, they 
ably performed music by JSB, Tomkins, Sanger, Walther and Archer. 
 
Margaret’s tuition was kindly, constructive and encouraging. Advice was given on such important matters 
as: registration, phrasing, fingering, accent, articulation, changing manuals, tempo, et al. As with the similar 
Master Class in March, this was a very convivial event full of interest and food for thought. Our President 
thanked Margaret for giving her time and expertise; to the members and friends for attending, and to the 
church authorities for the use of their ideal facilities. 
 
Normally we have an ‘official’ break in August. But this year a member received a ‘phone call from the 
organisers of the annual Ripley Scarecrow Festival seeking organists to provide music in the church for the 
many visitors. Dr Wilby rose to the challenge and he, with other members, responded to the request which 
was much appreciated by the organisers and visitors alike. This was an opportunity not to be missed, and 
surely reflected well on the LOA. It is likely that this will be repeated next year in our events programme. 
Make a diary note and start practicing now!! 
   
Harrogate St Peter   Wednesday 18th September 2019 
 
Following the ‘official’ August break our activities resumed with an evening presentation entitled 
‘President’s Event with Charlie Chaplin’.  The President’s Event is always the highlight of the season and this 
proved to be a huge success. Normally this is just for members but, as the announcement in the Harrogate 
Advertiser said: ‘This is an open session, and attractive for all ages. Bring your friends and relatives. Free 
entry’. The response was excellent with members being joined by members of the congregation and others. 
It was also pleasing that the Vicar, the Reverend Alan Garrow with his organist, John Longstaff were in 
attendance. The Vicar kindly welcomed everyone to his church; he was followed by Dr Wilby who did 
likewise and introduced the evening’s event. 
 
The main attraction involved our distinguished member and Leeds City Organist, Darius Battiwalla, 
improvising organ accompaniments to two short silent films featuring Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton. 
Additionally, Darius played a selection of organ pieces including Karg-Elert’s ‘Valse Mignonne’ for Cinema 
Organ. Then followed a short Q&A session with Darius and Dr Wilby then two more short films were 
shown. 
 
For those who have not heard improvised silent film accompaniments, will have found it a fascinating and 
entertaining musical experience. Darius demonstrated the great skill required to be able instantly to match 
the film action (and inaction) with appropriate music. 
 
The evening concluded with Dr Wilby hoping that all had had an enjoyable time, then thanked Darius for his 
marvellous playing, to member Charles Brown for the video link/screens, to the church authorities for the 
use of their superb facilities and, finally, to those attending which was followed by appreciative applause. 
Ice cream for all was served!!! 

http://leedsorganists.wixsite.com/loaweb


 
Headingley St Columba URC       Saturday 26th October 2019 
 
We don’t have monsoons in Yorkshire but the weather on this morning was horrendous; despite the 
torrential rain it was commendable that 20 members and friends braved the storm!! We were warmly 
welcomed by Dr Ian Lawrie, our Treasurer and Organist of the church. Ian introduced us to the organ, which 
is a substantial three manual instrument. The console is detached with the pipework screened behind the 
pulpit. (A comprehensive article about the organ can be found on the church’s website). Ian then gave a 
brief history of the church and explained how the composite recital would proceed. 
 
A creditable eight players had volunteered which enabled an interesting programme to be compiled. The 
players were asked to introduce themselves and their items, and it was with aplomb that a variety of pieces 
by the following composers were represented: JSB, Andriessen, Bedard, Boellmann, Mathias, Milford, 
Preston, Quilter and Verdi. 
 
It could be said that most selections were standard fare, but some, rather puzzling!! In addition to a young 
Whitkirk chorister, Aaran Fleet, the other players were Miss Harris with Messrs Dee, Lawrie, Poles, Seddon, 
Tidd and Wilks.  
 
Congratulations and thanks to the players for an enjoyable morning’s music. A big thanks to Mrs Lawrie for 
providing the tea and biscuits, to Dr Lawrie and to the church authorities for allowing the use of their 
facilities which contributed to a pleasurable event. 
 
 
Potternewton St Martin                                                                                                 Saturday 16th November 2019 
 
This final event of the season took place at this splendid church because of unforeseen problems with the 
organ at the original venue. We are so grateful to the St Martin’s authorities for accommodating us at such 
short notice. Entitled an ‘Open console – come & play’ session, it was pleasing to see that such a good 
attendance of members and friends had been attracted.  
 
Dr Wilby gave a warm welcome everyone, and then introduced us to the organist of the church, Matthew 
Lazenby, thanking him for joining us. Matthew then spoke about the origins of this rather grand church, 
clearly this was a wealthy parish and located at the time in open fields. Difficult to appreciate now that it is 
surrounded by housing!! (On Google there is a comprehensive Wikipedia article on the history of S. 
Martin’s). He then explained the story of the organ, which is now a fine 2 manual & pedal instrument 
renovated in recent years by the local firm of J. Jackson & Son. To demonstrate the qualities of the organ 
Matthew played two contrasting pieces: Fidelis by Percy Whitlock and Grand Chorus by Alexandre Guilmant 
We learned that Matthew had been resident in Paris for some time, so Dr Wilby invited him to say a few 
words about his experiences. Mainly about the organ scene with anecdotes connected with the famous 
churches such as: Madeleine, Notre Dame (and the fire), St. Clotilde, St. Sulpice et al. 
 
The organ was then free for all to play, and very popular this proved to be with most eagerly taking the 
opportunity to display their skills. We were delighted with strains of Howells, Mendelssohn, Thalben-Ball 
and many others. 
 
A final thank you to all from Dr Wilby concluded a very enjoyable morning’s activity. 
  
 
Special thanks: Dr Wilby & David Wilks    
 
Following the recent vicissitudes, the task of implementing the events programme was taken in hand by 
Philip and David. That our varied activities have been so successful is because of the hard work by them. It 
is only right that our grateful thanks be expressed by the membership for their dedication, ably supported 
by the committee. 
 



 
Events 2020    
 
Work on planning the programme is making good progress by the officials and committee. Final details will, 
of course, be given at the AGM on Saturday 1st February.  
 
 
Membership    
 
It was pleasing to learn that Alana Brook was being ‘translated’ from Ripon to Lincoln Cathedral as Assistant 
Organist. We thank her for being an active LOA member, and wish her every joy and success in Lincoln’s 
glorious Minster. And a congratulatory welcome to Thomas Coxhead on becoming Assistant Organist at 
Ripon Cathedral. Members will remember that he was very helpful in organising our visit to Ampleforth in 
April this year. 
 
It was announced in the September Organists’ Review that our distinguished member, David Pipe, has been 
appointed the Education Editor. On pages 54/5 David has written a fulsome introduction about his new 
responsibilities. This important activity is, surely, in capable hands and we wish him every success.  
 
It is certain that we have had a year of varied excellent events, and we can surely look forward with 
confidence to the new year. The AGM is an opportunity to set the scene for 2020 and, indeed, at the same 
time to enjoy a friendly convivial time together. Just a gentle early reminder that subscriptions are due at 
the AGM; the rates remain as now.  
 
 
Recitals – Near & Far    
 
As many members will know, the concert season is in full flow at the well-known local venues.  
Full details of these and those countrywide are readily available on organrecitals.com 
 
 

Members with a sense of humour will remember Eric Morecambe’s riposte 
to Andre Previn’s challenge: 

‘I played all the right notes but in the wrong order’ 
But who said this on organ playing? 

‘There is nothing to it. You only have to hit the right notes at the right time 
and the instrument plays itself’ 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Saturday 1st February 2020 at 11am 
Headingley Golf Club AGM & lunch  
Final details will be circulated to members. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.organrecitals.com/

